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EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

It imports iron ore and grain for distribution throughout the Rhine
Valley, and exports coal, iron and steel goods, textiles and chemicals.
In addition to handling the trade going to or from Germany, it is an
important outport for Switzerland, Austria and Czechoslovakia.

Besides containing the principal commercial cities, the central low-
lands are the site of the most important agricultural activity of The
Netherlands. The clay lands of the old provinces of North and South
Holland, Utrecht and Zeeland were the first portions of the country

River and ocean shipping meet at Rotterdam and make it one of the greatest of the
world ports. (Courtesy of the Netherlands Railways.)

to be developed agriculturally, and they constitute the most productive
regions. In these areas the low marshy ground of the polders is expen-
sive to drain. Grazing requires the drainage of the surface to a depth
of between 12 and 18 inches, while cultivation would require drainage
to at least twice that depth. Consequently, in the low areas most of the
land is used for pasturage, and black and white Molstein cattle are
features of every Dutch landscape. Some sheep and horses are also
raised, and large numbers of swine are fattened on the waste products
of the dairy industry. Only on the higher elevations or around the